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A. Motto Journo

Dylan Cash

For loyal readers of PropertyTimes, 
you probably know Terra Value Sdn 
Bhd as the publisher of your favourite 

monthly property magazine. The keen 
eyes among you will also have noticed 
that we are the guys behind weekly prop-
erty pullouts such as Get Real in the Ma-
lay Mail and Real Reserve in The Malay-
sian Reserve national dailies. 

So why, oh why, are a bunch of prop-
erty journalists such as us dipping our fin-
gers into the world of motoring? Well, we 
are... but we are not.

First of all let me clarify that our team is 
made up of a smorgasbord of journalistic 
experience, which include lifestyle, busi-

Accelerating beyond bricks and mortar

ness, travel, and yes... even motoring jour-
nalism. 

With such a diverse background be-
hind our editorial team, we were chal-
lenged (more than once, I might add) to 
attempt an amalgamation between two 
of the country’s giant economic indus-
tries – real estate and automobile.

We toyed with many interesting ideas, 
but found the most compelling link in one 
genre that undeniably involves the par-
ticipation of both.

You see, Car&Country is not a motor-
ing magazine, it is a travel magazine that 
celebrates the most popular mode of 
travel in the world and experiences the 
beauty of the country the way it should 
be done: from ground level.

Isn’t it strange that very few travel pub-

lications pay any attention to what is irre-
futably the most common and conve-
nient way to travel? Well, that ends now.

Every issue, we aim to take you to 
some of the best resorts, hotels, urban 
centres and national treasures Malaysia 
has to offer (see the property connec-
tion?). But because getting there is half 
the fun, we also stop at some hidden 
gems and gastronomic delights along 
the way, giving you a road trip experi-
ence like no other.

Best of all, we do it all in a choice ride, 
showing you how the combination of 
man, machine and terrain can consider-
ably enhance your holiday experience – 
without missing anything along the way. 

We’re also proud to say that the fea-
ture story in this ‘pilot’ issue will also be 
made available as a 30-minute video 
programme on TerraTV or www.terraval-
ue.asia for your viewing pleasure soon 
(stay tuned for more info on this). 

Additionally, Car&Country would like 
to offer our deepest gratitude to BMW 
Malaysia and The Haven Lakeside Resi-
dences for believing in this concept. 
Thanks for helping us put “torque into 
travel”. 

With Torque, 
Gunaprasath Bupalan
Editor / Chief Operating Officer
Terra Value Sdn Bhd

gunaprasath@propertytimes.my

by GUNAPRASATH BUPALAN

about us



The high 

road to 

Haven 

THEY SAY THE PATH TO HEAVEN IS PAVED WITH TEMPTATIONS. 
WELL, THE SAME COULD BE SAID ABOUT TAKING THE SCENIC 
ROUTE TO THE HAVEN LAKESIDE RESIDENCES IN IPOH, 
WHERE PICTURESQUE COUNTRYSIDES, HISTORIC SITES AND 
PLENTY OF GOOD FOOD WILL ENTICE YOU TO BREAK YOUR 
JOURNEY. BUT IF ANYTHING CAN MOTIVATE YOU TO GET BACK 
INTO THE SADDLE AND HIT THE ROAD AGAIN, IT’S A BMW 520d.

WEEKEND ESCAPE
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by  DEREK CASH

For a regular Malaysian, Ipoh means many things; history, tin 
mining, fresh air, mountains, good food and curiously even 
the girls are said to be more beautiful than anywhere else in 

the country. Something to do with the water they say. But Ipoh has 
come a long way since its tin-mining glory days and over the years 
it declined into a sleepy retiree town.

Ipoh is a relatively small community compared with some of the 
other state capitals, and it only recently received its status as a city 
in 1988. That’s fairly recent when you consider the rapid pace of 
modern urbanisation elsewhere in the nation. 

It was once one of the most important settlements in pre-inde-
pendence Malaya and home to a number of British tin-mining com-
panies. Its location in the tin-bearing valley of Kinta was a catalyst 
to its rapid growth as a mining capital, especially in the 20s and 
30s. 

However, Ipoh suffered a major blow when the tin mines were 
shut down in the post-independence period due to government 
policy. Once majestic buildings were left to rot and the young pop-

ulation began to leave in search of greener employment pastures. 
The old were left reminisce about the glory days of the yore which 
became a faded chapter in history books. Ipoh remained that way 
for decades. 

Today things are looking up for the city. There is a real buzz sur-
rounding Ipoh and there’s a good reason for that: a recent article in 
the New Straits Times titled ‘Ipoh is where everybody wants to be’ 
pointed out that the once hugely popular mining town is now one 
of the top nine retiree havens in the world. That’s right, in the 
world! 

The endorsement came from popular international blogger Kath-
leen Peddicord, who is also the founder of the Live and Invest 
Overseas publishing group. 

More than this, there is a real drive for fresh development in the 
area, spurred by over population in major urban hubs such as Kua-
la Lumpur, Penang and Johor Baru. Ipoh’s green and scenic sur-
roundings are now luring second home seekers too. 

The result of this is the rise of new iconic residential and resort 
landmarks, not the least of which is the multi award-winning The 
Haven Lakeside Residences in the scenic Tambun locale on the 
periphery of the city.  

The mountainous landscape surrounding Ipoh gives it a very dramatic 
and eye-catching backdrop.
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The “condotel” (a hybrid of a condo-
minium and a hotel) is making waves 
on the local and international circuit as 
an ideal holiday retreat, offering the 
best of modern hospitality and lifestyle 
services amidst the natural beauty of 
limestone hills and copious flora and 
fauna – making it the ideal destination 
for our road trip.

THE RIDE
The northbound route from KL is very 
popular among weekend road-trippers. 
The North-South Highway snakes 
through the hillside offering plenty of eye-candy and it’s not un-
usual to see Johoreans or Singaporeans take a day trip up to Ipoh, 
simply to sample some of its legendary cuisine.   

Of course, besides the food, modern cars make the 200km-odd 
journey from Kuala Lumpur, or the 450km journey from Johor, or 
the 130km journey from Penang more convenient to achieve these 
days… and with the right set of wheels, the journey can be consid-
erably enhanced. 

Like, for example, the alpine white BMW 520d that accompanied 
us on our journey from KL to the Perak capital and somehow (mag-
ically) made the 200km journey feel like a comfy Sunday drive 
around the block. 

The BMW 5 series really does not need an introduction, there are 
literally thousands of them on our roads, old and new. Though the 
5 has been with us for decades, and we have seen approximately 
six different generations of it, the big BMW has always symbolised 
comfortable cruising for the family. Of course there’s also the man-
ic M5 but that’s only because most grown men… well, don’t really 
want to grow up.  

Today’s F10 5 series is a good looking machine, and a big one 
too. The new 5 is bigger than it has ever been and with the new 
flat-bottomed corona rings (angel eyes if you are Malaysian) in the 
headlights, it is evolving to be a beautiful balance of sporting flair 
and elegant presence. 

Despite its size, the interior is not all that big. There are cars for 
half its price that offer more legroom, but copious interior real 
estate is not why you buy a 5 series. What you do get for the 
RM354,800 asking price is a surprisingly well specced interior. Sur-
prising because the 520d is after all the entry level 5 series. 

The quality of the interior feels top notch and is hard to fault. 
There is some presence of questionable materials but the waft of 
elegance makes up for it. 

Then there is the latest generation i-drive system. If you don’t 
know what that is; it is basically the large screen at the top centre 
of the dash which is controlled by that round rotating knob by the 
gear lever. It does some fancy things, like help you to choose your 

The new 5 series is a beautiful balance of sporting flair and elegant presence.

Plenty of funky buttons to play with. 

Sleek exterior design.

The new i-drive makes navigating a  cinch.
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Best Western’s hallmark quality is evident in the pristinely kept 
units.

favourite radio station and navi-
gate the GPS system. It even 
lets you connect your phone to 
play music, make phone calls, 
and through your phone’s data 
connection, gives you access to 
the internet as well. This lets 
you manage your emails and 
pick out a good restaurant near-
by. 

THE PATH
So what does the 520d have to 
do with Ipoh? A lot actually. 

It is one of those cars that is 
perfectly suited to talking on 
the fuel guzzling, undulating 

drive up to Ipoh. Its 2.0-litre turbocharged engine is superbly eco-
nomical, it is so good that it is able to give you a range of over 
1,000km on a full 70-litre tank of diesel. 

More than that, it even gives you 184 horsepower and 380Nm of 
torque. What that means is that you can simply cruise silently at 
180km/h all the way to Ipoh without the engine sounding like its 
struggling. Beautiful we must say. It has a new eight-speed gear-
box that gives you quick and precise shifts and which in turn helps 
to save fuel as well. 

All of this bodes well, if like us, you prefer to veer off the beaten 
path and colour your journey with a little site seeing. 

The straight road to Ipoh is a two-hour journey, but it would be 
a shame to make that trip without stopping at a handful of iconic 
locations along the way. And, when you’re in a car that’s as frugal 
and capable as the BMW 520d, the temptation to do so is even 
more compelling.  

We broke our journey by exiting in Tapah, so that we could do 
a loop along the winding roads of Cameron Highlands and then 
turn off at the Simpang Pulai interchange to see the legendary 
Kellie’s Castle. From there it was an easy dash into Ipoh and to-
wards The Haven.  

The normal toll from KL to Ipoh is anything between RM40 and 
RM45, but if you are going to go in and out of the highway, its best 
to keep a RM100 budget aside. 

THE MUST STOPS
Going up Cameron Highlands will present you the perfect oppor-
tunity to test your driving skills or to have some fun with your car. 
If you are driving the BMW 520d, this is where you get to play with 
the Driving Experience Control function which lets you select 
from five driving modes – Sport+, Sport, Comfort, Comfort+ and 
Eco Pro. 

Each of these modes tunes the steering feel, speed of gear shift 

Get off the highway and take the highland route. 

The diesel-powered 520d proved to be both capable and frugal along the winding northern roads. 
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and throttle sensitivity to suit the mode selected (i.e. faster gear-
shifts and sharper accelerator response in Sport and a more se-
dated overall feel in Eco Pro mode to save fuel). 

The cool digital meter of the 520d also changes according to 
the mode selected; it turns red in Sports, traditional white in 
Comfort and a light shade of Blue in Eco Pro. It doesn’t really 
mean anything; it just works as an indicator to tell you which 
mode you are in.

But if you’re paying too much attention to this novelty, you 
might completely miss the awesome landscape along the highland 
route, not the least of which is the picturesque tea plantation val-
ley that comes into view not long after the Tapar interchange.

Ideally, you’d want to catch this site during sunrise or sunset to 
fully appreciate its splendour, but if you’re thinking of stopping 
for a photo opportunity you should know that parking along the 
roadside does present some potentially lethal risks. A better idea 
would be to visit the Boh Tea Estate a little further down the 
route.

If breakfast, lunch or tea is in your agenda (and it will be if you 
are a blue-blooded Malaysian) then an ideal stop would be Ye Olde 
Smokehouse Inn in Tanah Rata. 

Modelled after its namesake in Mildenhall, England, the Tudor 
styled motel is exactly as old as it sounds, having been built in the 
1930s. Designed to cater to homesick British expatriates during 
the colonial era, it still celebrates everything English today with 
its quaint gardens and country house interiors. 

These days the highlight is its rustic restaurant on a veranda-
like extension that offers a sumptuous menu to hungry traveller  
– which is something we took full advantage of.  

Stopover highlights along the Cameron Highlands route are 
aplenty, but even if time is limiting, you should make time for one 
more detour once you’ve descended to a lower altitude and arrive 
at the Simpang Pulai interchange of the North-South Highway. 

Kellie’s Castle still stands proud in Gopeng.

Nothing like cooling soya under 
the hot midday sun.

English  country  charm at the 
Smokehouse. 

Don’t blink or you will miss the breathtaking tea valley.
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From there, it is a 15-minute drive to another relic 
of the colonial era. Kellie’s Castle in Gopeng is an 
ominous reminder of British supremacy at the turn of 
the last century. Built by Scottish businessman and 
plantation owner William Kellie Smith in 1909, the 
mansion is a marriage of European and Moroccan 
influences.

Besides looking like a fortress atop a hill, the ruins 
of Kellie’s Castle is famed for its many still intact 
decadent rooms, turret lookout points and secret 
passageways and tunnels. The site is also rumoured 
to be haunted with many ghostly apparitions report-
edly seen by tourists over the years. 

From Gopeng, it is a mere 10-minute sprint to Ipoh, 
and upon arriving at the city you will notice that the 
520d has only just consumed about a quarter tank of 
diesel; testament to the brilliance of BMW’s latest 
TwinPower Turbo engines which balances power and 
fuel economy. 

But even if the car is not particularly thirsty, you 
might be after a long journey.  

As mentioned before, Ipoh is famed for its food, 
but there will be plenty of time to explore once 
you’ve checked in. Instead, you could celebrate your 
arrival in Ipoh with a drink at Funny Mountain, a fa-
mous soya milk and tau fu fa outlet that boasts of 
having the best soya products in the country. 

Seeing as there is no barometer to accurately 
judge if this is true, we will say that it is definitely an 
ideal stop for a refreshing drink after driving under 
the midday sun. 

THE DESTINATION
Located just 10 minutes north of the Ipoh town cen-
tre and in the pristine hills of Tambun, The Haven is 
a heavenly retreat away from the hustle and bustle of 
the city. It is what you would call a hidden oasis, but 
not one that is too far removed from civilisation, and 
that is exactly what has made it so popular with visi-
tors. 

The Haven is an exclusive condominium enclave 
that uniquely dedicates one of its three 26-storey 
towers to hospitality services that is managed by the 
famous Best Western Premier hotel group. 

Driving into the enclave, it becomes immediately 
clear why The Haven has become a popular retreat 
for holidayers seeking respite from the pace of manic 
city life. Nestled at the foot of towering limestone 
hills, the locale offers breathtaking greenery, a dra-
matic natural backdrop, and at center stage is a se-Pre-war buildings still stand along the old trunk road to Ipoh. 
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rene private lake with a 280 million-year-old limestone 
rock formation as its centerpiece.   

Visitors will be greeted like a celebrity with a wel-
come drink and a cold towel upon arrival from the 
warm and friendly reception staff. Upon checking in, 
bell boys will direct guests to their one-, two- or three-
bedroom apartments. 

Using an access card to the designated floor, the lift 
opens to an airy walkway to your unit. The real sur-
prise comes once the door is opened. A living space 
that offers a kitchen, a large hall, a balcony and taste-
fully-decorated rooms with en-suite bathrooms imme-
diately gives you a sense of luxury.

 Adding to this indulgence is the fact that these 
units come installed with broadband and Wifi services 
to facilitate the need to keep in touch with the virtual 
world.

 The highlight of the master bedroom is a wall that 
has a see-through glass panel looking into the bath-
room. In there, guests can soak in the bathtub while 
overlooking the picturesque views of greenery 
through full-height windows. 

From the balcony, you get a panoramic view of the 
entire sanctuary as well as te stunning poolside facili-
ties which is positioned alongside the lake. At this 
point, it is hard to resist the temptation to jump into 
the elevator and take a closer look.

The four-acre private lake is surrounded by 10 acres 

The Haven is a sanctuary amidst 
lush greenery.

Friendly staff at the reception will guide you to spacious, pristinely-kept apartments.



“In delivering The Haven, I 
am very proud of the fact that 
not a single tree was cut down. 
We said we wanted to provide 
an address which embraces, 

assimilates and pays tribute to 
nature, and we did.” 
– Peter Chan, CEO and

 co-principal of The Haven Sdn Bhd
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Photos by: Aiemax Madehi  



of natural landscaping, while the project itself occupies 13.6 acres. 
The pool deck offers an infinity pool overlooking the lake, a lap 
pool, children’s pool, wading pool and Jacuzzis. Surrounding this 
vicinity is a jogging track that wraps around the lake and offers 
visitors a look at the natural flora and fauna that has been pre-
served by The Haven.

 For sports enthusiasts, there is a fully-equipped gym, a badmin-
ton court of merbau flooring and a squash court to make use of. 

Incidentally, The Haven is also an ideal destination for company 
getaways or company team building events as it offers a ballroom, 
a conference hall, a seminar room, a premier lounge and even he-
lipad to cater to corporate leaders who come here for business 
functions. 

The best part is the resort’s eco-centric features, harnessing the 
power of nature via solar panels that power external and common 
areas as well as rainwater harvesting. 

As night approaches, guests can opt to dine at the Kembali res-
taurant offering local and international cuisines where well-
trained staff will ensure you get a five-star dining experience 
while enjoying the beautiful scenery – the entire lakeside is lit 
up at dusk.

However, if you prefer to do a little gastronomic exploring in 
Ipoh town, you can utilise the shuttle service to a desired loca-
tion for some authethentic local delicacies.

 The Haven is a marriage of nature’s gifts and man’s innovations 
which are combined to create a perfect peaceful abode. It is in-
deed a paradise worth discovering. 

All in, the serenity of The Haven and the fact that we got there 
in the comfort of a BMW 520d, provided us with the ideal relaxing 
weekend escapade.  
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Guests can bask at 
the unique sea 

horse  pool deck 
beside the lake or 
visit other nearby 

facilities like the 
gym or scenic 

amphitheatre.



1. Clean up your car

2. Get your car serviced

4. Do your research

8. Buy medicines

10. Plan your cash

5. Learn the law

                             7. Plan your journey

9. Get the right travel partners

A messy car doesn’t just look ugly, but if you have a mess in your 
booth, there is a good chance you are ferrying junk that is sucking up 
your petrol. Remember heavier cars need more effort to move, and 
thus need more fuel. Clean up your car before setting off on your 
road trip. 

This is probably among the most important things for you to do. 
There is nothing more irritating and expensive than a car that 
breaks down mid-journey; the cost of towing and getting it fixed 
by an unfamiliar mechanic will be more expensive than you think. 
Also check your tyres and fuel lines as well as your electronic fuses. 

Research research research. It’s the key to graduation, finding a wife and 
having a good time on holiday. Know where you want to go, where you 
want to eat, where you want to shop and where you want to hang out. 
Find the best place for everything and you will quickly save time and get 
the best out of your holiday experience. 

Remember that beer you drank in public? We know it was just one beer, 
but in some countries, the authorities can throw you in jail for that. Some 
countries don’t appreciate you wearing shoes everywhere, and though 
wearing shoes at home is accepted in most western cultures, it is very 
much frowned upon in Asia. It is okay to slurp your noodles in Japan but 
is considered rude in Thailand. Know the local customs and respect it 
and you will be in for a great localised holiday. 

There really is nothing worse than suddenly suffering from diarrhoea in 
the middle of nowhere. Worse if you got bit by an insect and broke out 
into a green blob that terrorises children’s dreams. Always keep medi-
cines on stand by, better still, stock up an emergency kit that can repair 
minor bone fractures and such. 

Probably the most important factor to a great trip, money can also at-
tract unwanted attention. So hide your belongings in places people will 
never think to look, like your underwear or in your shoe. We know it is 
very cliche but there’s no point in listing them here for everyone to read, 
including thieves. So be creative. The better way would be to carry plastic 
money, or travelers’ cheques, or work with local banks that are able to 
transfer money over from your preferred offshore. It will be worth your 
while to do something inconvenient like dealing with tons of banking 
paper work as compared to being robbed. 

Imagine driving to a local 7-Eleven in Kelantan and asking for a beer. 
Or imagine driving in Australia with no insurance. Or worse. Whatever 
it is, you must always know the law of the land because the last thing 
you want is to be arrested for something “innocent”  like drinking a 
beer in public. 

Again, it sounds fancy to wake up in the morning and not know where 
you want to go. It also sounds good to simply go to the airport and 
have the ticketing staff randomly select a destination for you. All that 
would be fine if you had a bottomless bank account, but if you don’t it 
can be very very expensive. So know where you want to go, how you 
want get there and what you want to do once you arrive. Otherwise, 
be prepared to pay for excesses such as taxes and late arrival fees.

Like minded fellow travelers are key to determining whether you have 
a good time or not. It wouldn’t be very pleasant if you plan to spend 
time at a bar while your partner wants to visit the local temples and 
churches. The situation can very quickly deteriorate into an unpleas-
ant conflict if you aren’t very unaccomodating. The saying “if you want 
to know someone better, travel with them” holds very true because 
people show their true colours when they travel. So be wary of who 
you are journeying with. 

Though getting lost in a foreign land sounds nice and adventurous on 
paper, it can be dangerous and deadly if you get lost in the wrong town. 
Buy a map and familiarise yourself the route and your destination. Buy 
a GPS system as well. We know it can be expensive, but you can thank 
us later, when you’ve safely found your way out of a mob run town 
somewhere in Thailand. 

How to prepare for a great road trip
by  A. MOTTO JOURNO

We all want to go on an epic road trip to a far away land, but it can turn 
out to be a disaster if you are not careful. Here are just some of the 
things you need to know, compiled by people who have spent their lives 
driving around the world:

6. Learn the customs

3. Buy a map and a decent GPS system
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TOP 5 Must-do

 Malaysian Drives
MALAYSIA MAY NOT BE VERY WELL KNOWN FOR ITS EPIC DRIVES, BUT THAT 
DOESN’T MEAN THERE AREN’T ANY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF. TAKE YOUR LOVED 
ONES FOR A ROAD TRIP AROUND PENINSULAR MALAYSIA AND YOU WILL BE IN 
FOR A SURPRISE AS TO WHAT OUR HUMBLE COUNTRY HAS TO OFFER. 
HERE ARE SOME OF THE DRIVES YOU SIMPLY MUST TAKE. AND JUST TO MAKE 
IT EASIER FOR YOU, WE HAVE EVEN INCLUDED A DISTANCE LOG, ASSUMING 
YOU’RE GOING TO BE STARTING YOUR JOURNEY FROM KUALA LUMPUR:

5 Drive to Langkawi

Many may prefer to fly, take the bus or the train, but where is the fun 
in that? The distance is over 400km and it will take you about six 
hours to get there, complete with stops and all. The highway takes 
you through the majestic limestone hills of Ipoh, the sprawling rice 
fields of Kedah and through a country so steeped in culture, it would 
be like taking four different holidays in one drive. Drive to Kuala 
Kedah to get your car on a ferry from there. If that’s packed, drive 
another hours to Kuala Perlis as there are ferries from there too. 

Ferry charges for your car vary according to the size of the car, 
and it can take about 14-16 hours for your car to arrive on Langkawi 
island because of the ferry schedule. You, however, can opt to jump 
on a regular ferry and be there in less than two hours. It may seem 
tedious but once you and your machine are on Langkawi Island, it’s 
nothing but splendid 
drives through vil-
lages and sea side 
roads. Enjoy the 
food, do some island 
hopping, party at the 
many beach side 
bars and just relax. 
This is a drive every-
one should do at 
least once. 

Distance to Kuala 
Kedah: 437km

4 Drive to Terengganu via Federal Route 3

The Federal Route 3 is one of Malaysia’s oldest and most scenic high-
ways. It was built in the early 1900s by the British and runs from Johor 
Bahru through Pahang and Terengganu and ends in Rantau Panjang, 
Kelantan. 

From there onwards, the Federal Route 3 stretches ahead as part of 
the Asian Highway Network, tarmac that connects Asia to Europe. 

The Federal Route 3 snakes past the South China Sea, offering you 
majestic views of the ocean. It also takes you through and past villages 
and settlements, some of which have been there for hundreds of years. 
Fishing villages are aplenty and this gives you an opportunity to sample 
some local food and other dishes.

Stop and enjoy food in Chukai, marvel at the once glorious mining 
town called Kuala Dungun, bask in the bustle of Kuala Terengganu, the 
capital of Terengganu. There are also many beaches for you to stop and 
marvel at, so whatever it is that tickles your fancy, this is one of those 
must do drives.

Distance: 739km



1 Tour the 
Peninsular

This is the ultimate jour-
ney for tourists and Ma-
laysians alike. Start your 
journey from KL and go 
to Ipoh, spend some 
time there then move on 
to Penang for more eat-
ing and relaxing by the 
beach. Then spend the 
next day driving to Kan-
gar in the state of Perlis 
and visit the border towns and their many markets. Then drive to 
Kota Bharu the next day and enjoy the typical Malaysian life which 
has not changed much over the past few decades. 

From Kota Bharu travel to Kuala Terengganu for more R&R by 
the beach, or you can chose to drive straight to Kuantan where 
you can catch your breath at the five star hotels there. Get back 
on the road and drive to Rompin and spend the night at the Endau 
Rompin forest reserve. From there you can drive or ride to Singa-
pore for a spot of city life, shopping and partying. Then get back 
in your car and head to Malacca to soak in history and more fab-
ulous food. Then arrive back in KL and marvel at the fact that 
you’ve literally circled the Peninsular. 

Distance: 1,977km
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3 Take the trunk road to Ipoh

A lot has been about Ipoh in this inaugural issue of Car&Country, 
and for a good reason; going to Ipoh is not all about arriving at the 
destination, it is very much about the journey as well. The old trunk 
road that connects Kuala Lumpur to Ipoh is very much alive and well 
today, some 30-odd decades since the introduction of the North-
South Highway. 

The drive will take you past many colonial era buildings, some 
even destroyed by the Japanese during WWII. There are literally 
thousands of stops you can make in the state of Selangor alone and 
many more in Perak. The limestone caves of Kinta are a must-see for 
nature enthusiasts, while those who prefer to experience the local 
culture, can stay at the many cultural home stays or savor the dishes.

Stop in Tanjung Malim to eat the scrumptious duck rice, take a 
break in Bidor to eat the legendary duck noodle. Don’t eat too much 
because the Indian banana leaf in Tapah is a mandatory eat. From 
there you can take the trunk road up Cameron Highlands to sip on 
some tea and eat some scones. Or carry on north and stop by Kam-
par to read how thousands of British, Malay and Sikh soldiers fought 
to the death at the Battle of Kampar. Even the Japanese have saluted 
the allied forces for their supreme sacrifice at the site. There liter-
ally is hundreds of things to do along the way, and it is a great way 
to educate your children on the rich culture and history of Malaysia.

Distance: 200+km

2 Drive to Phuket

Yes, you read that right, drive to Phuket! Every year, thou-
sands of super bikers will make a bee line for Phuket for 
the annual Phuket Bike Week. It’s a 11-hour drive and this 
gives you a lot of time to just slow down and take in the 
varying sceneries from sprawling urban cities, mountains, 
rice fields, ocean and villages. The scenery represents the 
very best Asia has to offer on world class highways. 

Make sure to have your vehicle ownership documents, 
buy insurance and sort out your phone’s data package be-

cause it can get expensive otherwise. Also don’t try to smuggle ciga-
rettes even if it is just two packs because if the Thais catch you, you will 
need excellent negotiation skills or (maybe a lot of money) to be let off 
scott free. 

Distance: 975km 




